Texas Oyster Aquaculture

Providing economic stability and environmental resilience for the Texas coast

Sustainable Texas oysters from bay to plate — is it possible? The Texas
oyster fishery is in a historic decline as increased fishing pressure,
hurricanes, freshwater floods and chemical spills have threatened the
production. Texas is overdue for an oyster aquaculture revolution.

The Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies has partnered
with Texas A&M AgriLife Research, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, Coastal Conservation Association and the Texas

Restaurant Association to identify how oyster aquaculture could
become an important part of the Texas economy, ensure sustainable
and adaptable fisheries, and restore damaged reefs in our bays.

Oyster aquaculture will reduce the need for importing oysters,
satisfying demands across Texas by providing new product for the
half-shell market that can be grown rapidly and even bred for
improved quality. The benefits aren't just economic — oysters are
traditionally harvested from public fishing grounds by dredging, which
destroys the sea bottom as it brings up its catch, losing the natural
benefits oyster reefs provide as hurricane protection, water filtration
and fisheries habitat.

Our research will show how oyster aquaculture can better support the
state’s economy and environment with sustainable seafood now and

into the future.
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texasoysters@tamucc.edu

www.growTXoysters.org
(361) 825-2000

For more information:
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